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¢|Visiting the Grand Duke—Imperial Condes |Or
y scension— An  Obliging Grand Duke—

¢ Lunch with Royalty——How it Looks

2 Behind the Seenes — A Troublesome

, Poet——Majesty Returning Compliments—

° An TIrruption of Inferior Notabilities,

3 Yaura, Russra, August 27th.

At the Grand Duke’s.

1 We arrived there in twenty minutes from the
Emperor’'s. It is a lovely place. The beautifal
palace nestles among the grand old groves of the
park—tho park sits in the lap of the picturesque
erags.and hills, and both look out upon the breezy
ocean. In the park are rustic seats, here and
there, in secluded nooks that are dark with
o |shade; there are rivulets of orystal water;
there are lakelets, with inviting, grassy
r{banks; there are glimpses of sparkling
1 | caseades through openings in the wildernees of foli-
=. age; there are streams of clear water gushing from
& }nhniehou on,the trunks of forest trees; there are
e | miniature marble temples perched upon gray old
| erags; there are airy lookouts whence one may gaze
t |upon a broad expanse of landscape and ocean.
- | The palace is modelled after the choiocest forms of
Grecian architscture, and its wide colonnades sur-
. | round a central court that is banked with rare flow-
i ors that fill the place with their fragrance, and in
] their midst springs a fountain that cools the suwm-
; | mer air, and may possibly breed mosquaitoes, but I
3 | do not think it does.

'| The Grand Duke and his Duchess came out and
t
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_ | the presentation ceremonies were as simplo as they
had been at the Emperor’s. In a few minutes con-
vorsation was under way, as before. The Empress
appeared in the verandah, and the little Grand
Duachess eame out into the crowd. They had beat-
en us there. It wai pleasant to know that they
were not in a harry to get rid of us. In afew min-
ntes the Emperor came himself on horseback. It
| | was very jolly. You can appreciate it if you have
¢ | ever visited royalty and felt occasionally that pos-
; | sibly you might be wearing out your welcome—
: though as a general thing, I believe, royalty is not
.
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gcrupulous about discharging you when it is done
with you.

The Grand Duke is the third brother of the Em-
peror, is about thirty-seven years old, perbaps, and
is the princeliest figure in Russia. He is even tal-
ler than the Czar, as straight as an Indian, and
" | bears himself like one of those gorgeous knights we
read about in romances of the Crusades. He looks|
| like a great-hearted fellow who would pitch an en- | ed
i emy into the river in a moment, and then jump | tie
,|in and risk his life fishing him out again. The | nu
| stories they tell of him show him to be of a brave | Tt
i |and generous nature. He must have been deter- | the
. |mined to prove that Americans were weloowe | °*
- | guests in the imperial palaces of Russia, because | 54
' | be rode all the way to Yalta and escorted our pro- | in,
, | oession to the Emperor's himself, and kept his
:' Aids sourrying around clearing the road and offer- | on
| |ing assistance wherever it could be needed. We |18l
r | were rather familiar with him then, because we
" | didn’t know who he was. We recognized hiw now,
i and appreciated the friendly spirit that prompted
i
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him to do us a favor that sy other Grand Duke in
the world would have scorned to do, He had
plenty of servitors whom he could have sent, but
he chose to attend to the matter himself,

The Grand Duke was dreszed in the handsome
and showy uniform of a Cossack ofiicer, 'l‘ho
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tho ooplo ln the parquette, n er Dukes and
f achessos execution. I ﬂnd. however, that
4 whon one iu 80 nnuuuw nt behind the soenes
.| and them at home and the privaey of their
ﬂm n.t o! m m ke common mortals.
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“Saved as by Fire,”
Under Providence we have been spared one hu-
miliation here. Cur poet has been rigidly sup-
pressed, from the time we let go the anchor. Wo

have only threo uncouth &haracters on board,

the poet is one of them. He it ash elens
idiot who writes the most diuboliosl rhymes one
can imagine, and shoves them under doors, han

H them to Conguls by the ream, and waylays foreign-
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ers in out-of the-way pluu when nosuccor is near,
and infliots his verses on th That they do no:
understand Eoglish is nothlnc tohim, He is inex-
orable. His only aim seems to be to save three
mu whon he can do it I& (glu cold or hm
En to ood Earope wi 5
owing that we watch h im and try ln cvo WAy
toolconmnnt him, he has become wary of late,
and empl o sll m ﬁ' or nmptltlom means to
oirculate h hen it wag announced th.t
go w&n goln, ¥ vigit the Emporor of %m:i:.‘ .
un deep were bro
he rained ml.'ﬁ‘-‘ bosh for four md unntv
o he anxiety as to whutwo were .f
wl ourselves was suddenly transform to
acxiety about what we were loinl to do_with our
poot. he mbhln wu solved at last, Two alter-
atives wm o him—he must either swear a
d dﬁud r wonld not issue a line of his
pootry whtlo was in the 's dominion
€ Jor else rondn %n der guard boud tln l'lhi?o un s
we were safo a un? °
&h mlou. ddur at last, ;u% a l::o:g
eart. [t was nuuo. erhap

would like a nm of his style

** Save us and sanotify us, and ﬁnlly then,

See mvhlon we epnjoy while we journey to
erusa

For so man rom whioh it is most trae,
time wait for none, nor for us too.”
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